Coexistence of age-related EBV-associated follicular hyperplasia and large B-cell EBV+ lymphoma of the elderly. Two distinct features of the same T-cell dysfunction related to senescence?
Age-related EBV-associated lymphoproliferative disorders form a new clinicopathological group. Until recently, this group was associated with diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL), characterised by an aggressive clinical presentation and a poor prognosis. Recent findings in Western Caucasian patients, however, suggest that this entity covers a wide spectrum of diseases, ranging from reactive follicular hyperplasia (HR) to DLBCL. We report the case of an 85-year-old Caucasian man showing lymphadenopathy and numerous hypodense lesions of the liver. Examination of a lymph node revealed follicular hyperplasia with EBV expression confined to germinal centres. The patient was treated with Rituximab and subsequently, the lesions of the liver were explored. They showed extensive necrosis and a polymorphic large B-cell population with strong EBV expression. This is the first report to describe age-related EBV-associated follicular hyperplasia at one site coexisting with DLBCL at another. This case warrants undertaking further investigations each time a diagnosis of age-related EBV-HR is associated with extranodal lesions.